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took care, as usual, to state that these "conversations, de-
void of all official character, cannot bind either Government
in any way/' and aimed merely "to foresee the indispensable
preparatory measures." But six weeks later, General Dubail
stated to the Russians, as if there were no doubt in the
matter, that the French army was ready to take the offen-
sive against Germany "with the aid of the English army on
its left wing." m
Russia, having just established more friendly relations
with Germany as a result of the Potsdam agreements, did
not wish to endanger these by too active a support of France
in the Agadir affair. At the beginning, when requested by
her ally to make representations at Berlin, Russia had done
so in a perfunctory way, but without exerting any real
pressure.133 Later during the long Franco-German negotia-
tions for a Congo-Cameroon exchange of territories, Izvol-
ski himself says he worked "with all his strength" to moder-
ate the French and urged them to yield to many of the
German demands,134 This is confirmed by Caillaux,135
and by the French Ambassador in Russia, M. Georges Louis,
who reported that Russia would honor her signature on
the alliance, but that Russian public opinion would hardly
understand a Franco-Russian war occasioned by a colonial
question like Morocco. And when M. Louis pointed out
to the Tsar that Morocco was as much of a vital interest
to France, as the Caucasus and the control of the Black
Sea to Russia, Nicholas II replied: "Keep in view the
avoidance of a conflict You know our preparations are
not complete." 136 Russia did not at this time want to be
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